. Definition of comorbidities and other variables
Comorbidity Definition
Diabetes mellitus At least one inpatient or three outpatient compatible diagnoses (ICD-9-CM code 250) and prescription of insulin or oral hypoglycemic agents for ≥90 defined daily dose (DDD) within 1 year Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease At least two outpatient or inpatient records with compatible diagnoses 496) and prescription of at least two COPD-specific medications or one COPD-specific medication plus at least one airway medication during a period of 90 days irCOXi, irreversible cyclooxygenase inhibitor; NSAID, non-steroid anti-inflammatory drug; PAR-1i, protease-activated receptor-1 antagonist; PDEi, phosphodiesterase inhibitor.
